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Canada’s fi rst Christmas 
cards
By Caroline Carver

Leafl ets expressing good wishes appeared 
at the beginning of the 15th century and 
are the ancestors of greeting cards. These 
were followed by 17th century print ver-
sions which merchants sent their custom-
ers on New Year’s. 

The fi rst postage stamp was issued in 
England in 1840 and the fi rst series of 
envelopes decorated with Christmas de-
signs was published the same year. Three 
years later, the fi rst greeting card ap-
peared. It was produced by John Calcott 
Horsley for Sir Henry Cole. This card 
depicted a family enjoying Christmas 
celebrations and lifting their glasses in a 
toast. The scene greatly shocked temper-
ance workers who quickly denounced it. 

The sending of cards is probably the 
only Christmas custom that is not an-
cient. It started early in the Victorian 
era. This is in teresting, because greeting 
cards are one of the things that people 
mention when they argue that Christmas 
has become too commercial and has lost 
its meaning. The fi rst Christmas cards 
were sent in England in the early 1840s, 
just at the time when Prince Albert in-
troduced the Christmas tree, and Dick-
ens wrote A Christmas Carol. The fi rst 
cards were privately drawn and printed, 
but by the end of the 1840s they were 
being designed for public sale in Eng-
land. The fi rst one was by William Egley, 
and incorporated an amazing num ber of 
ideas, among them: a family Christ mas 
dinner, dancing, skating, carolers, alms 
giving and a Punch and Judy Show. All 
the scenes were linked with mistletoe 
and yule logs. Canadians started making 
their own Christmas cards around the 
1870s, although they had been buying 
En glish ones before that time.

Christmas cards were seldom religious 
even at their beginning, and often illus-
trated things that had nothing to do with 
Christmas. Sometimes they were just 

an opportunity for an artist to indulge 
in his favourite outdoor scenes and ex-
periment with frilly borders. Many Ca-
nadian cards were adapted from popular 
engravings and paintings by such artists 
as William Bartlett and Cornelius Krieg-
hoff. Santa Claus sel dom appeared in 
Victorian cards. Sleigh scenes, winter 
sports, children in the snow, and above 
all snowshoeing were popular Canadian 
themes. Mention of Canada by name was 
common, perhaps because the cards were 
sent to relatives in the old country.

Cards were also sent to close friends who 
were seldom seen, or used instead of an 
expensive present; their purpose was as 
an expression of affection or a token of 
re membrance. Use of them as an obliga-
tory gesture to a person’s entire acquain-
tance came only in recent times, as did 
the cus tom of using them commercially.

Burden on the postmen

Even so; cards were popular enough by 
the 1880s to start an overload at the post 
offi ce. At Christmas in 1881 the Toron-
to letter-carriers were staggering out on 
their rounds under forty pounds of mail 
at a time, and extra men had to be taken 
on to cope with it. They little knew what 
bulk of mail lay ahead in the next cen-
tury.
papers of the day had their comments 
about the Christmas card:

“Christmas is a coming event. It casts 
its shadow’ s before. The book stores are 
perhaps the fi rst to take in the spirit of the 
times. First may be noticed the everlast-
ing Christmas cards.  Christmas cards 
are always said to be going out of fashion 
next year, but as a matter of fact have no 
more idea of going than Sir John A. Mac-
Donald, or courting, or the fi re fi end, or 
the Irish question, or roast beef.”

The Halifax Herald, December 22, 
1883

HEAVY MAILS NOW THE RULE: The 
Vancouver Post Offi ce Department Com-
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By Bill Graham

Here it is December 2010 and the elec-
tion is over and everyone knows who the 
winning candidates representing them 
are. But the actual statistical results and 
the comparison between this election and 
the previous one is an interesting back 
story.

During the 2006 municipal elections 
there were only two candidates for 
Reeve; Peter Emon and J.R. Easton. J.R 
refused to campaign so there was no real 
dialogue concerning the offi ce of Reeve 
in Greater Madawaska. Despite this it 
was a close race with Easton coming 
within 209 votes of catching Peter Emon 
who was elected Reeve. In the most re-
cent election three candidates vied for 
the position of Reeve; the same two from 
2006 (Eastman and Emon) plus former 
Council John Pratt. This race was hotly 
contested. For this election J.R. Easton 
did campaign and participated in the two 
‘all candidates meetings’. Circulars in 
the mail from Emon and Pratt suggested 
some nastiness happening in the back-
ground. When the results were tallied Pe-
ter Emon won convincingly having more 
votes (267 votes) than both his competi-
tors put together.

There was signifi cantly more active cam-
paigning in 2010 in the races for Coun-

cillor than in 2006. During the 2006 elec-
tion there was no race at all in wards two 
and three. Tom Ryan was acclaimed in 
Ward 2 (Brougham) and Karin Lehnhardt 
was acclaimed in Ward 3 (Griffi th & Ma-
tawatchan). In the 2006 election there 
was aspirited fi ve-candidate race in Ward 
1 (Bagot & Blythfi eld) that was won by 
Don Mercer and John Pratt.

During the 2010 election there were no 
acclamations other than those for the 
school boards. There were six candidates 
running in Ward 1, two in Ward 2 and 
three candidates in Ward 3. Brian Hunt 
garnered the most votes in Ward 1 with 
786 votes followed by Glenda McKay 
with 659 votes. Both were elected Coun-
cillors for Ward 1. In Ward 2, Bruno 
Kierczak was elected with a two to one 
margin. The race in Ward 3 was close 
with incumbent Karin Lehnhardt win-
ning by 25 votes over challenger JP De-
Grandmont.

In Election 2010 there were fewer spoiled 
votes—only 35 and there was greater 
participation:

Ward 1-2935 Electors-1615 Voted which 
is a 55.03% voter turnout,Ward 2-789 
Electors-438 Voted which is a 55.51% 
voter turnout,Ward 3-1112 Electors-597 
Voted which is a 53.69% voter turnout,

Election 2010 results

continued on page 2
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Looking back...

“Read cover to cover”

Dear Editor:
Our most vulnerable citizens

Senior citizens are prime candidates for 
the unscrupulous.   The case of Richard 
Earl Rupert reported in a Citizen article 
on September 24, is a classic example 
of a man who has made a career out of 
bilking the elderly.  Last Saturday, Mr. 
Rupert who is wanted on a Canada-wide 
warrant, was featured on the television 
program “America’s Most Wanted”.

Rupert is a notorious conman who has 
racked up an impressive rap sheet listing 
58 convictions.  In the Ottawa Citizen 
article Detective John Dunlop of the To-
ronto Police is quoted as saying that Ru-
pert “is highly mobile and is extremely 
skilled at what he does.  I want to see him 
captured.”

Such fraudulent activities are usually 
carried out by strangers who befriend of-

ten lonely seniors happy to have a visitor.  
Sometimes seniors are victimized in their 
twilight years by friends and/or relatives 
who latch on to their victim by offering 
friendship and assistance when they are 
at their most vulnerable and weakened 
state. Such cases may result in question-
able fi nancial transactions or even more 
questionable changes to the “Last Will & 
Testament” of the victim.

 While sometimes suspected, such bilk-
ing of seniors’ assets often goes unreport-
ed because the victim is unaware of these 
machinations and does not wish to jeop-
ardize his relationship with these late-
comer fraudsters. It is diffi cult for Police 
to get involved as seniors rarely report 
this type of fraud.  Such cases of abuse 
can only be acted upon when concerned 
friends, neighbours or relatives act on 
their suspicions by contacting Police or 
their lawyer.

JP DeGrandmont

When we fi rst published the Madawaska 
Highlander in December 2004 we com-
mitted to fi ve years of publishing and  we 
have now completed seven years. These 
days it is a year-to-year decision to con-
tinue or not. Barring catastrophic events 
we will publish in 2011.

Our experience over the years shows that 
the winter months are very lean. With-
out our seasonal residents business ac-
tivity drops considerably and advertisers 
have understandable reluctance to place 
an ad. This is very evident in this issue 
of the paper that has only 20 pages and 
much less advertising than usual. All this 
to say is that the Highlander will be tak-
ing a break for a few months. The next 
Madawaska Highlander will resume its 
publishing schedule in March or April of 
2011.

The Highlander in 2011 will be a little 
different but much the same. Jim Weath-
erall, with his retirement from Jim’s Bait 
& Tackle, will now only be an occasional 
contributor. John Roxon will continue 
to write but not with the cottage angle. 
He feels that he has exhausted the topic 
and wants an unfettered fi eld for rants, 
comments, humour and satire. You can 
be sure it will be edgy. With this issue of 
the paper and into 2011 we have Antonia 

(Tony) Chatson who will be contributing 
a column called “Rural Vignettes.”

Thank you to all of our advertisers. There 
wouldn’t be a paper without them. They 
pay the bills.

No paper can exist without you, the 
reader, and readers have responded with 
interest, encouragement and with atten-
tion to our advertising as many of our 
advertisers have said. Copies in circula-
tion now range up to 3000 with over a 
hundred delivered by direct mail all over 
North America and beyond.

Finally, thank you to our contributors; 
especially Garry Ferguson, Wes Bom-
hower, Elmer Strong, Ernie Jukes, Floris 
Wood. Mary Joan Hale, Jim Weatherall, 
John Roxon, Howard Popkie, Betsy Say-
ers, Susan Veale, Christi Laundrie, Judy 
Ewart, Ole Hendrickson and Lynn Jones 
plus other occasional contributors. They 
are really the heart and soul of the paper.

Our core production group, Richard, 
Adam, Jamie and me (Bill) wish you all 
a happy Christmas and the very best in 
the coming year.

As I have said a few times before: “Life 
is short, live in peace together!”

Dear Editor,Dear Editor,Dear
This fall I began using the Greater Mada-
waska Public Library’s remote book 
lending service and I wish I had started 
using it years ago! I live in Ma tawatchan, 
which is remote geographi cally, and 
lacks most services. After our municipal 
dump closed, I now drive nearly 40 min-
utes round trip to dispose of my house-
hold waste. A round trip to Calabogie to 
visit my “local” library is even longer 
and winter road conditions don’t help.

This book service delivers books that 
I need to the Griffi th-Matawatchan 
area and saves me a long drive. As a 
moth er of three young children who is 
homeschooling this service has been 
outstanding in meeting my needs.

Mary-Joan Hale (the librarian) has been 
a fan tastic in recommending reading a fan tastic in recommending reading 

materi al, for both the children and for me. 
I was able to not only get books, but also 
DVDs. This type of service in my view 
is of great importance to communities 
that are already far from so many ameni-
ties that are taken for granted in towns. 

Without public transportation, smooth 
roads, cell phone service, in case of travel 
emergencies, and other challenges unique 
to our area, having remote library lend-
ing services becomes an important part 
of a larger picture. So please join up or 
tell a friend. I can’t think of a better way 
to enjoy a snowy winter afternoon than 
sitting by the fi re with a hot drink and 
a good book. Thanks for this program!  

Filipa Martins, Matawatchan
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Cards (Cont)
mencing to Feel the Rush; Extra Clerks 
Put On

It has become perfectly evident to the of-
fi cials of Vancouver Post Offi ce that the 
majority of citizens are in possession of 
plenty of spare cash. This conclusion has 
been arrived at after witnessing the enor-
mous amount of mail matter and parcels 
which has been dispatched through the 
post the past week, to eastern Canada, to 
England, to the United states and in fact 
to all quarters of the globe.

Letters to Santa are commencing to ar-
rive, the majority apparently written in 
haste in cramped little fi sts. Smudges on 
the paper, large and black, are also prom-
inently identifi ed with the missives which 
are addressed to the old gentleman.

The Daily Province, Vancouver, De-
cember 18, 1901

THE EARLY CARDS were very conven-
tional affairs — cockrobins in snow, yule 
logs, plum puddings, et hoc genus. Many 
of them were not even designed originally 
for their ultimate object at all, but were 
simply transmogrifi cations of old valen-
tines, some even continuing to wear a 
border of paper lace. The fi rst cards were 

sold at prices ranging from one penny to 
eight pence. The kind of design produced 
at 4 pence can now be excelled, as re-
gards size and quality of artistic work-
manship, at half a penny. Nowadays, as 
all know, plenty of clever artists are glad 
to compete in designing for the Christ-
mas card makers. Even artists of high re-
pute are willing to try their hand at this 
kind of design.

The Halifax Herald, Christmas Sup-
plement, 1883

Interesting Christmas card Facts

•In 1846 one thousand cards, with 
the same design as the fi rst Christmas 
cards, were sold to the public at 1 shil-
ling each by Felix Summerly’s Treasure 
House in Bond street in England..
•Postmen in Victorian England were 
popularly called "robins" because their 
uniforms were red. 
•Victorian Christmas cards often showed 
a robin delivering Christmas mail. 
•In the nineteenth century, the Brit-
ish Post Offi ce used to deliver cards on 
Christmas morning.
•The fi rst Christmas stamp was released 
in Canada in 1898.

End
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By Wes Bomhower

Wilfred Tessier’s Fortune   
                        

Over the years, I have noticed how gull-
ible some people can be, perhaps be-
cause they want to believe a certain thing 
is destined to happen in their favour, or 
maybe they just have blind faith in for-
tune tellers. My own theory concerning 
fortune tellers is: they are bound to be 
correct in some of their predictions some 
of the time according to the law of aver-
ages, and who knows, there may be a few 
out there who really are capable of see-
ing into the future. In the following story, 
the fortune teller who was my own uncle 
knew most of the facts before hand, so 
the fortune telling itself created quite an 
impression on his unsuspecting recipient.                          

When I was just a young gaffer about 
eight years old, Wilfred Tessier was a 
young man who worked for a neighbour-
ing farmer. He hoped one day to marry 
and own a farm of his own. It was De-
pression times, of course, wages were 
mighty slim and Wilfred did not even 
have a steady girl friend, but he was a 
good worker with a happy-go-lucky at-
titude. Both he and Dad loved to play the 
game of checkers and many an evening 
Wilfred would come by to play a few 
rounds and shoot the breeze with Dad. 

In the course of their conversation, Wilfred 
let it be known that he fully intended to 
go west on the harvest excursion that year 
and make some extra money to put toward 
the purchase of his own farm. “Maybe I’ll 
even fi nd the girl of my dreams and get 
married too,” said Wilfred with a smile. 

The weeks passed and one evening Dad 
and Mom were invited down to Uncle 
Albert’s to celebrate an anniversary of 
some sort. It was only a few miles down 
the road and there would be music and 
dancing, so Dad invited young Wil-
fred to come along. On their way, Dad 
mentioned to Wilfred that Uncle Albert 
liked to tell fortunes and Wilfred became 
quite excited at the prospect of having 
his future revealed that night if Albert 
was in the story telling mood. They ar-
rived early and Uncle Albert was still do-
ing chores in the barn where Dad joined 
him to talk a bit. Dad more or less gave 
Uncle Albert the background of Wil-
fred Tessier and the fact that he want-
ed his fortune told. He also mentioned 
Wilfred’s intentions of going west on 
the excursion, fi nding a girl friend, buy-
ing a farm, etc. etc. Later in the evening, 
young Wilfred approached Uncle Albert 
with a request for some fortune telling, 
and though Albert fi rst declined,(or pre-
tended to,) they eventually found a qui-
et corner and the fortune telling began. 
“Roll up your sleeves my good man so 
that we may observe your life-line,” Al-
bert began in his high tenor voice, tak-
ing Wilfred’s left hand and tracing a life-

line from the palm to well beyond the 
wrist and back again. Feigning surprise, 
Uncle Albert exclaimed dramatically. 

“My goodness! My goodness gracious 
man! You are very soon going on a lo-o-
o-ng journey from which you may never 
return, and I see a little extra money com-
ing your way, also the possibility of some 
property transactions”! Very excited, 
Wilfred was almost falling off his chair 
in anticipation of other predictions of his 
future when Uncle Albert asked for the 
right hand to examine. He observed this 
hand much closer before asking in a qui-
et personal tone, almost a whisper, “Wil-
fred, do you have a girl friend”? Wilfred 
shook his head negatively, trying to fi nd 
his voice, then croaked, “no sir, I don’t”. 
Uncle Albert smiled a knowing smile and 
said evenly. “Not to worry my good friend, 
you will meet a wonderful, wonderful 
girl ‘midst your travels and I see a wed-
ding in the not too distant future, though 
I cannot guarantee it is your wedding. 

On the way home, Wilfred could barely 
contain himself as he went over the eve-
ning’s events with Dad and especially 
the outcome of the fortune telling. “Your 
brother is absolutely amazing! He told me 
all of my background plus my intentions 
of going west soon and perhaps purchas-
ing property. He even said that I would 
meet a nice girl and maybe get married! 
He is certainly a fi ne fortune teller”. 
Dad, of  course ,smiled in agreement. 

Perhaps it was the power of suggestion 
or perhaps uncle Albert did possess some 
mystic powers, but Wilfred did meet a 
charming girl out west, in fact she was a 
daughter to the fi rst farmer where Wilfred 
was employed in the west. They married 
the following year, settled down on a 
quarter section of land that was available 
and Wilfred never did return to Ontario 
until later years and then only to visit. 
And until his dying day, Wilfred Tes-
sier considered that uncle Albert was the 
most wonderful fortune teller on earth.  

Times indeed have changed!      
                                                                                                                                  
                                

Out on the First Concession

Griffi th Hockey School                Griffi th Hockey School                

 and Power Skating

Do you have kids who would be 
Interested in a Sunday 
afternoon hockey school.  If 
there is suffi cient interest I 
would like to do  one session for 
beginners, one for advanced.  
We are working out the details 
but would like to fi nd out how 
many kids would consistently 
attend.  Call Adam Copeland at  
333-1841 for more info, or email 
at copes10@gmail.com
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Thank You
My thanks are extended to all candidates and their supporters for 
participating in the election.  Everyone gave a lot of time and energy 
to their community and it was noticed and appreciated. Thank you to 
all who met with me in their homes or in the community; it was both 
informative and enjoyable.

It is an honour to serve you for the next four years. I look forward to 
working with Karin, Brian, Bruno and Glenda.

Have a safe and Merry Christmas.

Peter Emon

By John Roxon

Three Friends

Don, Walter and I were atop Black 
Mountain.  That’s the place closest to the 
cottage where you can successfully com-
plete a call on your cell phone. There’s 
a logging road that winds its way to the 
top. At the summit, there’s a magnifi cent 
view of the Centennial Lake vista and 
not much else. Not much else...a funny 
concept when you consider the life and 
change teaming in the forests.  Don is an 
affable fellow who hails from Trinidad. 
He often revels us with tales of his life 
back home on his family’s 10 acre farm – 
feeding the chickens, cleaning the pigsty 
– that sort of thing. Walter is an insolent, 
talking dog. Walter and Don get along 
well. This is mainly because they think 
alike. Sex, food and relaxation are the 
mainstay of both their diets. The differ-
ence being, that the dog is honest about it 
and Don disguises his feelings by work-
ing.  That I’m comparing the human Don 
with the dog, Walter, is complimentary to 
both as I view them both as best friends. 
Don and I had a nice T-bone steak din-
ner the other night. I stripped my bone 
clean. Don left the sweetest meat next 
to the bone for Walter.  Similarly, Walter 
greets Don openly like he’s family – no 
barking, no hyperactivity. The greeting is 
calm, like age-old friends who just take 
up where they left off the last time they 
met. Don calls Walter mutt, shoes him 
away and largely ignores him – especial-
ly when Walt likes to get up close and 
personal when Don is doing his intricate 
work with a jig-saw.  

We left on the ATV’s so Don could make 
his call to the city for peace of mind.  
Don’s a contractor, working mostly in 
Toronto, and when he’s away, he fears 
the worst from his staff. As he probably 

should.  So what if one of the main mem-
bers of his team is his brother. Nothing or 
no one can harm the psyche as thorough-
ly as a family member.  Normally, when 
the ATVs are ignited, Walter hides in his 
dark space below the deck.  He’s made it 
very clear that he doesn’t like the noise 
or the speed of those machines.  Plus, of 
course, on more than one occasion did he 
voice his displeasure at the possible en-
vironmental damage.  Ahh, but he’s just 
a dog, you say. Ahh, but he’s sensitive I 
say.  Walter likes to cook, play music and 
tint his bangs. If ever an animal could be 
described as metrosexual, that animal 
would be Walter.  On the way, Don want-
ed to stop to view the new landscaping 
trailer I acquired to haul big stuff. The 
“big stuff”  is what men always  use as 
an excuse to buy too-big trailers – that 
very phrase is what allows our wives to 
begrudgingly comply because women 
never understand “ big stuff”.  All men 
admire trailers, all women roll their eyes. 
It was then, when we stopped the ATVs 
that Walter crawled out of his dark space 
and decided to join us. Walter likes trail-
ers too, it seems.  The trailer was ogled 
much the same way that we would ogle 
a pretty young woman wearing a short 
skirt and halter top if we were 30 years 
younger.  Who says that there aren’t any 
advantages to ageing – our pleasures are 
much more attainable. After the oohing 
and aahing, we re-ignited and started on 
our way.  Walter, being well out of his 
comfort zone, decided to join us for our 
adventure. His morning walk is a ritual, 
after all. So the three amigos made their 
way towards the twisty logging road that 
would lead us to modern bliss – con-
nectivity.  Walter followed fairly well in 
some sections and tried to lead in others. 

He walked gingerly around most of the 
iced-over puddles. When he was running 
at speed with the machines, he looked 
askance when the muddy, icy waters 
splashed on his well-groomed fur, for this 
would mean more work for him later.

Cottage Corner

Up, up, up we trudged, man, machine 
and dog, until we fi nally reached the 
peak.  Walter was, well, dog-tired. Don 
stared bug-eyed at the small device in his 
hands, admiring its complexities while 
hating its capabilities at the same time. 
He had to make the call. I lit a cigarette, 
took a draw and cocked my head toward 
the sky. Walter looked in vain for water, 

until, farther down the path, he discov-
ered a tepid pool in which to drink. The 
antenna icon showed at least three bars. 
The day was gloomy and gray. The call 
was made, successfully, while Walter 
found a nice quiet spot in the woods in 
which to relieve himself.

End
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etc.

By Mary Joan hale

Brrr, ‘the north wind she blow’ right over 
my house!  It’s time to be the ant and re-
gret enjoying the delays of the grasshop-
per.  Most of the garden is put to sleep 
and the rest will do as nature has done 
forever until the spring gives up its se-
crets.  At the GMPL, we are preparing 
(more like the ant, than the grasshop-
per) for winter and Christmas activities.

Soon the Mitten Tree will be standing 
and a Christmas Village will magical-
ly appear.  The tree will be colourfully 
decorated with mittens, scarves and hats 
donated by you.  Sadly, one of our faith-
ful knitters passed away recently.  Every 
year, even before the tree was up, Betty 
Bowes would pop in with mittens for lit-
tle hands.  May the angels enjoy colour-
fully knitted wing capes!  A kind Ren-
frew woman donated a Christmas Village 
last year.  Somehow, we will make room 
for it.  You may bring in non-perish-
able food for the Calabogie Food Bank 
Christmas Baskets or pay your fi nes 
with food until December 20 and place 
them under the tree or in the village.

The new Website is up & running.  It is 
still a work-in-progress, so be patient.  It is 
easy to manoeuvre and there are pages of 
interest for each age group.  Keep up-to-
date with GMPL happenings, new books, 
programs and so much more!!!  We are not 
just about books anymore @your library.  

Once more, we have a Depot in Dacre at 
the Dacre Transfer Station. Our wonder-
ful friend, Gary, (affectionately known 
as the ‘Dump Dude’) will run the Ward 
2 Venue.  There will be a 3-ring binder 
with the collection list left there for your 
perusal or you can search the collection 
on-line through the website.  Look for 
the ‘Search! Search! Search!’ page and 
click on the URL.  If clicking does not 
work, copy & paste.  If you have a library 
card, you can, check your status and or-
der books which will be delivered to your 
venue.  Gary picks up at the library every 
Wednesday morning and delivers to Ward 
3.  During the summer, there is a venue at 
‘Eagles’ Rest’ and all year at ‘Lacourse’s 
General Store’.  I asked the new owners 
of the grocery and they are willing to car-
ry on the service.  I thank the Lacourse 
Family for their many years of service 
for your library.  If in doubt, Gary will 
accept books at either transfer station.

On the ‘Search’ page, you are also able to 
search for interlibrary loans (if we do not 
have what you wish) and if you have your 
very own priceless library card, you too 
can order, either from me or directly from 
the Southern Ontario Library Services.  
The SOLS van comes early every Tuesday 
morning and you will be notifi ed to come 
in or pick up the items in Wards 2 or 3.  

There was concern expressed at the ‘All 
Candidates Meetings’ that Wards 2 & 3 
do not have library service.  After amal-
gamation, we too were concerned.  The 
Board (of the time) and I surveyed the 
whole Township.  We spent much time 
and energy visiting groups in Wards 2 & 
3, had a table at a Christmas Craft Sale 
in Ward 3, newspaper stories and gener-
ally researched the problem while run-
ning the roads up, down and around the 
beautiful Madawaska Highlands.  We 
were fortunate enough to get a Trillium 
Grant to fund this service.  It would not 
have been possible without the grant, co-
operation from the Township, the roads’ 
guys (especially Gary) and the volun-
teer store owners (Lacourse, Mains and 
Limlaw families).  Being a rural library, 
most people have to travel to get library 
services.  Not everyone lives in the vil-
lage of Calabogie.  The library started 
in 1978, but a recent reading of Irene’s 
Robillard’s book on Calabogie, tells of 
the fi rst ‘free library’ established in 1902.  
This is a proud tradition and true to the 
spirit of providing literacy to all ages in 
all parts of this extremely large town-
ship!  If you have not used it, please try 
it.  Like Mikey, you’ll like it.  We have 
a Mom in Ward 3 who is Home school-
ing.  She receives a bundle of books and 
DVDs weekly which she has found ex-
tremely helpful.  I have also ordered ped-
agogical materials for her from SOLS.

We had a wonderful visit from Tim Year-
ington.  He spoke about his book “That 
Native Thing”, which describes the Med-
icine Wheel as a compass to guide you, 
not only through the woods, but through 
the diffi cult times in life.  We have cop-
ies of his book for sale at the library for 
$20.00.  Irene Robillard’s books on Cal-
abogie and Springtown are also avail-
able for $25.00 each.  The Library fund 
receives $5.00/book sale as a gift from 
the authors.  These make great Christ-
mas gifts.  We have some other items for 
sale with all funds going to the library.

To solve a mystery caused by my sev-
eral and varied monikers.  I, Mary-
Joan Hale, am also Skippy Hale, 
but that’s a story for another day.

Have a Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukah, 
Good Eide, Wonderful Diwali and Joyful 
Winter Solstice and to all a Good Night!!!

GREATER MADAWASKA 
LITERARY MATTERS

The Christmas 
catalogue is now 

available, pick up your 
copy here in the store.copy here in the store.  copy here in the store.

We woud like to wish 
everyone a very merry 
holiday season and 
thank you for your 
support during the 

last year.  

Closed on Sundays for the winter.

Would you like your own 
pork but don’t want to 

raise one yourself.    Buy 
one of ours,one of ours,one of ours cover the 
feed costs and we will 

raise one for  you.  For 
more information  Call-

613-333-1841

Local Pork

Hwy. #132 6 km south on Whelan Rd RR#4 RenfrewHwy. #132 6 km south on Whelan Rd RR#4 Renfrew
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Community Calendar
CHURCH SERVICE
SCHEDULE

GRIFFITH AND
MATAWATCHAN

St. Andrew’s United Church
Aug to Feb Sunday Worship 11:30 a.m.
Feb. to August Sunday Worship 8:30 a.m.
Christmas Eve – 9 p.m.

Our Lady of Holy Rosary Catholic
Church Sunday Mass 11:00 a.m.
Christmas Eve – 7 p.m. mass

Hilltop Tabernacle
Sunday School 10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Evening Service 6:00 p.m.

DENBIGH AND
VENNACHAR

Vennachar Free Methodist Church
WMI meet fi rst Monday of the month
Sunday School 10am
Sunday Worship 11am
Weekly Bible study Tuesdays 7pm 
at Fellowship Hall and in Plevna
Pioneer Club Thursdays 6pm at 
Clar-Mill Hall, Plevna 
Sunday School Concert – December 9 
At 10 a.m.
Christmas Eve candle light service– 7 p.m.

St. Luke’s United Church
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School 10:00 a.m.
Christmas Eve – 4 p.m.

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.

The New Apostolic Church
Annual hymn sing -Sunday, Dec 14th at 4 pm
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Wednesdays 8:00 p.m.
Sunday School Christmas Concert – 
Dec 12 At 11 a.m.
Carol Sing – December 18 at 7 p.m.

CALABOGIE

The Calabogie Bible Fellowship
Congregational Church
The Mill Street Chapel at 538 Mill St.,
Regular service – Sundays 10:30 a.m. 

Most Precious Blood Catholic Church
504 Mill St., Rev. Father Pat Blake
Sundays 10:30 a.m.

St. Patrick’s Catholic Church
Mount St. Patrick
Sundays at 9:00 a.m.

Calabogie St. Andrews United Church
1044 Madawaska Dr. (on the waterfront) 
Christmas Eve service 7 p.m.
Church Services Sunday Mornings at
8:45 a.m. Communion 
1st   Sunday of every month.

COMMUNITY EVENTS
Calabogie

Greater Madawaska Public Library
Bring non-perishable food for the Food 
Bank Christmas Basket in lieu of fi nes until 
Dec. 15Bring new mittens, scarves & hats 
to keep children warm(for inclusion in food 
baskets & extras, go to St. Joseph’s School)
There will be March Break activities

10th Annual Jamie Wright Memorial 
Fishing Derby:Sat. Feb. 26, 2011 – 6 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. at Barnet ParkRegister on-site 
or pre-register at the Calabogie Marine & 
Sports (613-752-2010) Adults $8 & Junior 
$3Adult: 1st Prize $600; 2st Prize $600; 2st nd Prize $200; 3nd Prize $200; 3nd rd

Prize $150Junior: 1st Prize $150; 2st Prize $150; 2st nd Prize nd Prize nd

$100 ; 3rd Prize $50 For info, call Brian rd Prize $50 For info, call Brian rd

Moran 613-752-0453
        
Pre-school Program, NEW DATES & 
TIMES, Thursdays, 10 – 11 am, as of Sept. 
9, year round, Ages 0-5 at township library

Calabogie Seniors’ Dinner & Meeting,
 last Thursday of each month, 5 pm 
at Community Hall. All seniors 55+ 
welcome. 752-2853 For December 10 
Christmas dinner and dance
 for members, call for details

Calabogie Women’s Institute meets 
usually second Thursday monthly, 7:30 pm. 
at Calabogie Home Support Offi ce next to 
Pinky’s Bar & Grill at 5056 Calabogie Rd.;  
New members welcome. 613-752-2598 

Calabogie Arts and Crafts Assoc. 
Every 2nd Monday (if holiday, then 3nd Monday (if holiday, then 3nd rd

Monday), 10:00 am – 1:00 pm, Community 
Hall, Prospective members most welcome
 ($15 per year), 752-1324

Lion’s Club Bingo every Wednesday, 
7:15 pm, Calabogie Community Hall, 752-
0234.

The Calabogie and Area 
Ministerial Food Bank538 Mill Street,
2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month
9:00 am to 11:00 a.m.For emergency 
situations, please call 752-2201Christmas 
distribution will be Monday Dec. 20

Griffi th & Matawatchan

Tree Lighting: Friday Dec 10 @ 7 pm
Carols, hot chocolate & Santa at
Matawatchan Hall immediately following

Euchre at Griffi th
The fi rst & third Friday of each month 
At the Griffi th Lion’s Hall
Resuming January 2010

Griffi th & Matawatchan Fish & Game 
Club
Annual General Meeting
December 11 @ 11 a.m.
Matawatchan Hall

Hilltop Pentecostal Christmas 
Concert

Featuring John Starnes, a famous 
gospel singer
December 9 @ 7p.m. at the church

Lion’s Club 
Dec.  7, - Monster Bingo

Dec. 15- Fellowship Luncheons  
Dec. 18  Children’s Christmas Party
Dec. 31  New Years Eve Party
January 4 and 10 Bingo
January 19 Fellowship Luncheon
February 1 and 15 Bingo
February 16 Fellowship Luncheon
March 1 and 15 Bingo
March 16 Fellowship Luncheon

Sylvia’s Foot Care
Every six weeks
St. Andrews Church (Matawatchan)
Call Annabell Marshall 333-1752

“Northern Lights” Seniors
Meet the third Wednesday of each month
at 1:15 p.m. in Griffi th at the Lion’s Hall 
following food and fellowship beginning at 
noon.For information: contact Lois Robbins 
at 333-1082. All Seniors Welcome

Denbigh

Denbigh Ontario Early Years Playgroup 
(up to age 6) Every Tuesday 
Denbigh Community Hall 10 a.m.
untill 12 p.m. 
Info 1-613-336-8934 ext 257

Euchre in Denbigh

The 2nd and 4nd and 4nd th Friday evening 
of every month.

Diners Club
Dinners are held the fi rst Monday of the
month at the Denbigh Community Hall
at 12 noon. Full Course Meal $6.00.
Contact Faye Mieske at 333-2784 or 
Irene at 333-2202 for information.

St. Luke’s United Church, Denbigh
Exercise Group - Tuesdays 9:30 a.m.

HEALTH CARE FOOTCARE CLINICS
Sylvia’s Foot Care 
Every 6 weeks in Denbigh and Matawatchan
For information or appointment

Milano Pizzeria
25770 hwy 41

Pizza, Subs, & Wings
Fridays  11:30 – 8:00 pm
Saturdays and Sundays

11:30 – 7:00 pm

333-9365

Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

continued on page 15

Seasons Greetings
All the best to you and yours

Seasons Greetings
All the best to you and yours

Seasons Greetings

From
All the best to you and yours

From
All the best to you and yours

Denis Cale
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By Floris Wood

We’ve all heard of it, the Yule, as in 
“burning the Yule log” and the “Yule-tide 
season”.  But, if you know what a Yule is 
you are probably in the minority.   I, for 
one, have not a clue.  

So, we turn, cautiously, to the source of 
all modern wisdom, the Internet.  As use-
yule, if two Internet sources of informa-
tion agree it is because one has used the 
other as its source, without giving cred-
it.  But the consensus seems to be that 
in modern usage it means “feast”, “festi-
val”, “holiday” or something similar.  The 
origin of the word, according to the Ox-
ford English Dictionary, is Nordic.  Some 
form of “Yule” or “Jul”appears in several 
ancient Nordic languages as well as Finn-
ish.  And it always has meant something 
like “feast”.  There was even, at one time, 
the “August Yule”, which, of course, had 
nothing to do with Christmas.

That settled: let’s get to the subject of 
this article.  What’s a Yule log?  Or, more 
precisely, what is the best Yule log?  One 
Nordic tradition was to haul a huge log 
into a public square and have a celebra-
tion with the burning Yule log as the cen-
terpiece.  These days, however, we prob-
ably just put some logs in the fi replace or 
the cozy wood stove and celebrate with 
family. 

Burning wood is something many people 
in the Madawaska Valley do all winter, 
not just at Yule time.  Some woods are 
better for some things and some are bet-
ter for others.  Which wood is best for 
burning for home heat?

There is a lot of debate on this issue but 
one thing is for sure, the moisture con-
tent of wood is the very single important 
characteristic to worry about.  Fire wood 
should have moisture content between 
15% and 20% before burning.  If dried 
properly over one summer 20% moisture 
content can be attained in most species.  
Some trees start out green with much 
more moisture than that and some are al-
ready as low as 30%, but all species need 
some drying.  Some people will say that 
such trees as White Ash can be burned 

green, but White Ash is one of those spe-
cies that has a natural green moisture 
content of about 30%, so it still needs to 
lose 10% of its moisture. 

Does that mean then “the drier the bet-
ter”?  No. As a fi re burns it heats up the 
wood right next to the wood that is now 
burning.  As the wood heats up it releases 
combustible gas.  That gas should burn 
as it is released and it will, if the fi re is 
hot enough. Wood that is too moist will 
burn cooler because, the fi re, along with 
releasing gases from the wood, is boiling 
water out of the wood. Much of the en-
ergy is going toward boiling water.  The 
steam generated by the heat draws heat 
away from the fi re and cools it. Much 
of the burnable gas does not ignite, but 
goes up the chimney with the steam, un-
burned.  The fi re is smoky and hard to 
keep going.

Wood that is too dry burns very hot, heat-
ing up the wood next to the fl ame very 
quickly and burning all its released gases 
very quickly.  The heat does not linger to 
be carried into the room but is carried up 
and out of the chimney by the fast rising 
hot air. The hotter the fi re the faster the 
heat rises up and out of the chimney, the 
stove virtually sucks air from the room. 
The stove is overheated and demands to 
be fed wood more frequently.  

While about half the fi re in a stove is gen-
erated by burning gases the rest is gener-
ated by burning carbon.  If you put wood 
in a closed container with a small hole at 
the top to pipe off gages, then heated the 
container from the outside, you would 
cook off the gases without burning them, 
and what would be left is charcoal, which 
is pure carbon and wonderful fuel in its 
own right.

How does one check the moisture content 
of wood?  There is such a thing as a wood 
moisture meter which is sometimes used 
by fl ooring installers, furniture makers 
or others dealing with tight tolerances in 
wood joints.  But generally you can tell 
if the wood is too damp if, when burn-
ing, gases and bubbles hiss and sputter 
out of the cut ends of the wood.  The log 
is literally swelling up with steam that 

What’s a Yule Log?

Canthooks Restaurant at Calabogie Peaks Resort offers 
culinary treats unequalled in the Ottawa Valley.
Executive Chef Andrea Leduc, formally of the 
Brooksteet Hotel, will offer a selection of festive 
holiday meals.   

Christmas $39 per person, 10 yrs and under, $20
Spectacular New Year’s celebration, $98 per person 

Enjoy your holiday meals in casual elegance at 
Canthooks Restaurant.  Bring your skates and snuggle 
near the outdoor bonfire. 

Happy Holidays from The Peaks!

The Lakeshore Café returns to 
Calabogie

continued on page 19

Chef Robb Avey, manager Sherrill Riopelle, owner Daniel Mahon and co-op student 
Viviane MulvaghViviane Mulvagh

By Bill Graham

There is a new restaurant in Calabo-
gie or at least the return of an old one. 
For the last ten years The Duck Restau-
rant has been located on the same prop-
erty as Calabogie Lodge but has been 
a separate business. During those ten 
years of existence The Duck has had 
two owners. The high-end haute cui-
sine format did not seem to work. There 
was some patronage from Calabogie 
Lodge guests but these same guests did 
have their own kitchen facilities in their 
rental unit. There was also some patron-
age from local residents but high priced 
meals were not the regular fare of locals.

Daniel Nahon, who has been owner of 
The Calabogie Lodge for the last two 
and a half years, has brought back the 
Lakeshore Café, which was the name of 
the restaurant at the same location back 
in the 1990s. He has also brought back 
reasonably priced family oriented dining 
while maintaining the use of high qual-
ity fresh food. December 1st was opening st was opening st

day and free coffee and tea was one of the 
features. In fact, free coffee in the morn-
ing will be a regular feature to encourage 
locals and Lodge guests to visit the din-
ing room. Daniel is encouraging people 
to bring their laptop and take advantage 
of the Café’s Wi-Fi (high speed) environ-
ment and have a coffee. He especially 
wants Calabogie residents to know that 
the new Café is accessible in all senses 
of that word and that they are welcome.
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is being released out the end of the stick 
of wood that is not sealed with bark or 
lamina.  The fi re will need a lot of care 
to keep lit.

If the wood is too dry you will fi nd your-
self getting no rest.  You will be getting 
up and down to feed the fi re often.  The 
fi re will be hot but you will burn far more 
wood than necessary.  The fi re will pro-
duce few embers and almost no smoke.  
The fi re will go from roaring hot to out, 
very quickly.

So what is the best way to cure wood, to 
bring it to favourable moisture content?  
Green wood should be cut to stove 
lengths, stacked and covered.  Let me 
qualify the word “covered”.  The wood 
pile should be covered with a tarp to keep 
out rain, but not wrapped. Allow the air to 
fl ow between the logs so moisture can be 
borne off by the air molecules. Of course, 
there will be rainy and humid days.  But 
in Ontario we have more than enough 
dry breezy days to dry fi rewood outdoors 
to good moisture content.  If you have a 
wood shed it should allow plenty of air to 
fl ow between wall boards so it can circu-
late through the wood, as well as a good 
waterproof roof.

The next most infl uential characteristic 
of wood that affects its effi ciency as a 
Yule log is its density.  Common sense 
would tell us that White Oak is heavier 
than White Pine.  A cubic foot of dried 
White Oak weighs 44.33 lbs, while the 
same size block of White Pine weighs 
23.29 lbs.  Just take a six inch diameter 
log of white pine and a six inch diame-

ter log of White Oak and lay into each 
with an axe and see through which one 
it takes longer to chop.  While a nicely 
dried piece of white Pine will provide us 
a good fi re, we will need more pine wood 
to keep the house habitable than if we 
were burning White Oak.  Wood stores 
energy and denser wood stores more en-
ergy.  The chart below compares some of 
the common native trees available locally 
for fi rewood.  The number is the weight 
(mass) of a one cubic foot of that wood.

White Oak       44.33
Sugar Maple     42.20
Red Oak          41.02
Mountain-Ash 39.83
White Birch     37.46
Tamarack         34.84
Red Pine          31.65
Jack Pine         28.78
White Spruce   26.91
Black Spruce   26.72
Balsam Fir       25.85
Eastern White Pine       23.29
Eastern White Cedar    19.67

There are dangers in burning the old Yule 
log.  Chief among them is creosote fi re in 
the chimney.  Wood creosote results from 
stove or fi replace fi res that burn at low 
temperatures, either because the wood is 
wet or because the fi re is deprived of air.  
It is common practice to “damper down” 
a fi re at night, once the stove is loaded 
with wood and brought to a roaring fi re.  
The hope is that by depriving it of air it 
will last a few hours so the residents will 
be able to get some sleep before having 
to get up and noisily feed the fi re more 
wood.  

That works pretty well but it also makes 
for a cool fi re after the roaring is over and 
very incomplete combustion of the wood 
gases.  As described above cool and low 
burning fi res make lots of smoke and as 
that smoke curls slowly up the chimney 
the gases tend to condense on the cool 
stove pipe fl ue.  Some of the residues 
created by the condensed gases form the 
creosote on the inside of the chimney 
fl ue.  Pure creosote is clear or yellowish 
but chimney creosote is saturated with 
carbon particulates so it often appears 
black.  It appears in liquid, viscous and 
solid form within the chimney.  Chim-
neys should be cleaned at least annually 
by a certifi ed chimney sweep.

The problem is that during a subsequent 
hot fi re in the stove the hardened creo-
sote on the inside of the chimney begins 
to expand and convert back to liquid and 
gas.  It begins to bubble and as the bub-
bles full of gas burst into the chimney 
they burn at a high temperature, creat-

ing a superheated fi re.  This creosote fi re 
takes on a life of its own.  Chimney fi res 
become very spectacular.  As the fi re be-
comes superheated it craves oxygen and 
it sucks air out of the stove and the room.  
Flames shoot out of the chimney like a 
fl amethrower and the stove sometimes 
vibrates and rattles from the air being 
forced through every nook and cranny.  
Air, rushing into the room from outside 
through any available space, makes the 
windows rattle and adds to the cacopho-
ny.   Some have compared the sound of 
the onrush of air with a locomotive.

Well, maybe I got a little Hollywoodish 
on the fi re description, but you get the 
point that you just do not want a chimney 
fi re.  What you do want, and I fervently 
hope you get it, is to have a terrifi c holi-
day season for you and your family.  
For more detailed information about resi-
dential heating with a wood fi re I recom-
mend the following website: www.wood-
heat.org   Merry Christmas!!

New Web Site Announcement 
 

www.wellnessnaturalhealthcentre.com 
 

Bringing health care to families and individuals                                     
throughout the Ottawa Valley 

613.752.1540 

Bringing health care to families and individuals                                     

End
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able for their use. Seeing as they had a 
huge farmhouse to furnish they fi gured 
that anything would be ‘suitable’. I still 
have in my possession an ornately carved 
chair, a cherry wood ball and claw table 
and a maple veneer wash-stand. I cannot 
remember anything else that my parents 
got except for two oversized porcelain 
laundry tubs. These they upended on their 
sides with the high backs together and 
protruding forward. On these we hung 
a towel. On one up-ended side we put a 
bucket of water, on the other a basin and 
soap dish and on the inside of the tubs, 
there was a slop bucket under the basin 
and on the other side a dish for the dog’s 
water. If anyone ever enquired if we had 
running water, we would say, ‘Of course 
- we run out with a bucket and pump it 
full at the well, then run indoors with it.

Word got around fast - and the father of 

one of my Dad’s students who owned Te-
perman’s Wrecking Company told him 
that they were going to demolish a large 
house in Rosedale, and that if he wanted 
he could go there by a certain date and 
take what he wanted. After a depression 
and a world war, this sounded too good 
to be true. We ended up with yards of oak 
bookcases with leaded glass doors but I 
cannot recall if there was any more fur-
niture. My mother, however, discovered 
that there were-still clothes hanging in the 
cupboards and shoes, towels and bedding 
in other cupboards, hand and laundry 
soap in the kitchen plus an assortment of 
cooking utensils and dishes. Having ex-
pended a goodly sum in those days for 
the farm itself, they were more than grate-
ful for such a bonus with which to fi ll it. 

Mr Wattams was again called to ferry the 
loot to Shelburne and thus began an ad-
venture that lasted for seventeen years.

Rural (Cont)

THANK YOU

To the voters of Ward 3, Township of Greater 
Madawaska, for your support in the recent 

Municipal Election.

It is indeed an honour to have been re-elected!

I will work hard as Councillor for the Township 
and for the concerns of Griffith/Matawatchan.

WISHING EVERYONE A MERRY CHRISTMAS 
AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR.

Karin Lehnhardt
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By Howard Popkie

In the early 1940s Hilton Arthers came 
to Black Donald to buy a very large old 
building made by the early lumbermen.

The big house was made from square 
timbers to house the loggers who worked 
cutting the original pine across the Mada-
waska River, at Black Donald. When the 
timber was all cut the house was too large 
for a family to live in so it was made into 
a tourist resort named Camonto Lodge.

Hilton owned it. When he came to the 
side of the river across from his new 
tourist resort, he would just park the car 
and swim across the river.

Then the day came when it was time 
to make a scow so he could get his car 
across the Madawaska and also the cars 
owned by his tourists. 

He had a big old row boat with a large 
outboard motor on it. He tied a steel ca-
ble on one side of the river and threaded 
two pulleys through the cable to later fas-
ten to the scow. The cable was stretched 
with a team of horses and tied to the other 
side of the river.

Then he built a scow made from two inch 
planks about fi ve feet high, twelve feet 

wide and twenty feet long. He chinked 
between the planks with ship’s caulking 
and a type of rope and then tarred the bot-
tom and sides.

The scow was built on dry land on log 
rollers so it could be pushed into the river 
when it was fi nished. There was a man 
hole on top so the water could be pumped 
out by using a pump run by a gasoline 
motor.

They built a dock on each side of the 
river where the cable was stretched. The 
new scow was launched and the pulleys 
fastened to the side of the scow. I looked 
in the man-hole and it looked like the in-
side of a very low house. 

The signal to cross the river when a car 
came was blowing the car horn and Hil-
ton would jump in his car and drive to the 
dock on his side of the river and push the 
scow across with his big boat and motor. 
They would have big planks to put from 
the dock to the scow for the car to drive 
on. Then he would push the scow across 
the river to the lodge.

I often saw them do this at night be-
cause most of the tourists at Black Don-
ald came from the United States and ar-
rived late. There were no electric lights 
in those days so everything was done by 
car lights.

I was ten or eleven years old when all of 
this was going on, but I was never one to 
miss much.

The Scow

Hi everyone, my name is Debbie Knaut 
and I am your new President of CABA. 
I enjoyed meeting the members who at-
tended our General Meeting and Awards 
Night on November 29th and hope to 
meet the rest of you in the coming year.   
I am quite proud to be associated with 
such a diverse group of business owners 
and will do my best to represent your in-
terests in 2011. Best Wishes for a Happy 
Holiday Season and a prosperous 2011.  

The 2010 Calabogie & Area Business As-
sociation (CABA) Awards were present-
ed on November 29, 2010 at the CABA 
general meeting, which took place in the 
Madawaska Room of Dickson Manor at 
Calabogie Peaks Resort.

CABA Award for Excellence in Cus-
tomer Service

To: Griffi th (Tim-br-Mart) Building 
Supply, 25937 Highway 41, Griffi th
Recipients: Scott MacDonald, Sue Laf-
leur and Brigitte Hoffmann

Griffi th Building Supply was established 
in 1989 by Scott MacDonald. The store 
was operated part time in these early 
years since Scott also had a building con-
tracting business. In 1997 Sue Lafl eur 
and Brigitte Hoffmann became partners 
in the business and ran the store while 
Scott concentrated on the contracting 
business.

In the years that followed, the building 
where the store is located, grew in size 
and in stock that was carried. Much of 
this expansion was at the suggestion of 
customers. When the Dacre Nursery 
closed, the Griffi th Building Supply once 
more expanded their stock to include gar-
dening supplies, soil, manure and plants. 
It was their customers that they had in 
mind and the long drive to Renfrew that 
these customers would have needed to 
make. Their last expansion was into the 

tool rental business, again at the sugges-
tion of customers.

In the last fi fteen years that I have 
shopped at the store, I have not had a 
single bad experience. The residents of 
Griffi th, Matawatchan and Denbigh are 
very lucky to have such a well stocked 
store run by very knowledgeable and 
helpful owners and staff.

Nominated by Bill Graham

CABA Award for Excellence in Ambi-
ance for a Commercial Venue

To: The Library Guesthouse, 12637 
Lanark Rd. Calabogie 
Recipients: Tama McCartney and 
Chris Fleming

I am pleased to introduce my Calabogie 
neighbours to you.  Well, actually Tama 
and Chris do not live in the neighbour-
hood, but they are excellent neighbours 
never-the-less.
Up the street from us is a red brick build-
ing with quite a history.  It was built in 
1924 as a convent for The Sisters of St. 
Joseph teachers at the school next door.  
Over time, they sold the building to the 
township to house the library.  Eventual-
ly, it was sold to the Kennedy family as a 
vacation spot for family celebrations.  In 
2008, Tama and Chris formed a partner-
ship and purchased the building to serve 
as a guest house for Calabogie Motors-
port customers and other visitors to the 
area.
They named their place ‘The Library 
Guest House’.  Needless-to-say, there 
was much confusion during the renova-
tion when tradesmen would arrive at the 
township library on Calabogie Road with 
a load of lumber, plumbing supplies or 
shingles looking for Chris.  The reno-
vations and decor are superb and wel-
coming.  Restored historical photos of 
Calabogie and area deck the walls.  The 
gardens and backyard patio with sauna, 
BBQ and gazebo provide a restful ambi-

CABA Corner
By Debbie Knaut, 

End

continued on page 15

Award Winners:(L-R) Richard Copeland, Sandy Downs, Juilette LeGal, Bill Graham, 
Dwyene MacNab, Chris Fleming, Sue Lafl eur, Denise 
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As I look back...
By Susan Veale

Wellness Natural Health Centre

As the year draws to a close, we’re 
all preparing for Christmas deadlines 
yet at the same time, what have we 
accomplished in 2010? What have we 
learned? What do we need to learn and 
what changes do we wish to entertain in 
2011 as a New Year’s offering?

When I look back and refl ect on my time 
with clients, I stand in awe of the posi-
tive changes I’ve seen in people’s health. 
When I look further at my 30 years in 
practice as a Natural Health Practitio-
ner, I have been privileged to be part of 
a growing fi eld of medicine that works 
in harmony with the body through the 
chemistry of nutrition, natural supple-
ments and hands on healing and modern 
scientifi c knowledge.

One change for many of my clients dur-
ing the course of the year has been more 
vitality. 

Last January, I started a fun class “Stretch 
& Breath” program for adults and seniors 
that ran for eight weeks.  When spring 
arrived, everybody wanted to continue 
so we moved to the outdoors and did 
our stretching in the fresh air of Barnett 
Park with music provided by new fami-
lies of mallards and the soft breezes that 
strummed along the lake.  In April, with 
a 5 iron in hand, we began a special four 
week “Golf Stretch” program concen-
trating on muscles and joints that are pre-
dominantly used in the golf swing; neck, 
shoulders, back, hips and knees. In the 
summer, when the hot August sun swel-
tered overhead, we headed for a pool 
class of “Stretch & Breath” using the wa-
ter as resistance where we stretched and 
strengthened our arms, shoulders, back 
and legs.  In the fall, I added Pilates as a 
second component to our regular stretch-
ing program. This one hour session is a 
mat workout emphasizing the core mus-
cle group to strengthen, stabilize and sup-
port the pelvis and spine.  

Turnouts for “Stretch & Breath” and “Pi-
lates” have been very enthusiastic. New 
classes will be starting in January 2011 
including an evening class. For more 
information on how to register, call my 
offi ce at 613-752-1540 or go online at 
www.wellnessnaturalhealthcentre.com

In my clinic, we’ve added new labora-
tory services such as The Glucose Breath
Test to measure insulin delivery to screen 
for diabetes and The Thyroid Urine Test
to measure for certain thyroid hormones 
that help in detecting early hyperthyroid-
ism or hypothyroidism.  Another test is 
the Omega-3 Fatty Acid Blood Test. This 
test measures Omega-3 fatty acids to de-
termine if the body has adequate levels 
of certain omega-3 fatty acids which help 

guard against cardiovascular disease.

One other accomplishment was creating, 
preparing and launching our new web 
site, www.wellnessnaturalhealthcentre.
com.  

Healing Programs, Woman’s Health and 
Lab Services are three new areas of in-
formation. Tests, workshops, exercise 
programs and resources are some of the 
other.  If your health vitality is not where 
you want it to be, I invite you to read my 
information and then contact me to dis-
cuss how I may help you onto your natu-
ral path to wellness.  

To all our readers, I wish you a blessed 
Christmas and may those things you trea-
sure the most be next to you. For 2011, 
may good health be in your body, peace 
in your mind and joy in your heart each 
and every day.

End
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ance for the enjoyment of quiet summer 
evenings. The Library Guesthouse is also 
a haven for hunters in the fall and skiers 
in the winter.  A welcome addition to our 
street is this home away from home.

Nominated by Mary Joan Hale  

CABA Award for Excellence in Ambi-
ance – Home-based Studio 

To: D. MacNabb Studio, 5377 Calabo-
gie Rd. Calabogie 
Recipient: Dwyene MacNabb  

Dwyene and Ron have created a new 
entrance to their property which is ap-
pealing in design. The tree-lined drive-
way opens to a delightful, beautifully 
landscaped  home with expansive patios 
on three sides of the building including 
a beautiful lakefront view creating a re-
laxed atmosphere.  An inviting studio en-
trance is located at the side of the house 
where Dwyene tastefully displays her re-
cent work in both her studio and her liv-
ing area.  The ambiance is warm, inviting 
and friendly. Her well-honed skills as an 
artist in oils and watercolours are evident 
in her cheerful, local scenery; clients are 
enchanted with her scenes from the past 
of the old Calabogie waterfront.  Defi -
nitely worth a visit or why not even reg-
ister for one of her art classes.

Nominated by Carolyn Jakes

CABA (Cont)

Don’t forget our 
Boxing day Sale

Christmas Items 40% off 
Women’s Clothing 30% off              
 

CABA Award for Excellence in Com-
munity Service, Nov. 29, 2010 munity Service, Nov. 29, 2010 

To: The Matawatchan Community 
Market Committee 
Recipients: (Organising Group) Ken 
Birkett, Joanne Murray, Audrey Co-
peland, Richard Copeland, Adam Co-
peland, Filipa Martins, Sandy Downs, 
Juliette LeGal and Bill Graham

This farmer’s market has returned a 
sense of community to Matawatchan. 
A number of residents saw the need 
for a source of local vegetables, baked 
goods and crafts, as well as a venue for 
residents to meet. Other than the lo-
cal church, there was no place where 
people could gather on a regular basis.

The market committee originated as a 
result of community meetings designed 
to gather ideas and to designate those 
who would bring the idea of a local 
market forward. When no outside seed 
money was forthcoming, the commit-
tee proceeded without it. Working on a 
shoestring budget the market was soon 
fi nancially viable without outside help.

After four years of operation, the Ma-
tawatchan Community Market has be-
come very popular in western Greater 
Madawaska. Market vendors and cus-
tomers come from Denbigh, Griffi th, 
Matawatchan and the surrounding cot-
tage country. A very popular element 

��������	����	�����

���	����	���	�����

��

������������

������	���������������

�������   �����

is the serving of a hot lunch. Not only 
is it an important source of income for 
the market and for the individuals pre-
paring lunch, but it is a place where 
people can meet friends and make new 
friends. The market and its lunch com-
ponent have brought together full-
time and seasonal residents, campers 
and other visitors. With its presence, 
the Market creates a welcome and suc-
cessful focal point for our community.
Nominated by J.P. De Grandmont                                                                                 

End

Please call--Muriel Burgess 613-333-5559
OR --Annabelle Marshall 613-333-1752 
Home visits can be arranged

Calendar (Cont)
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By Garry Ferguson

Lacourse’s Mini Mart is no longer 
Lacourse’s Mini Mart and Duane and 
Linda Lennie no longer live in Renfrew. 
The Lennies purchased the business 
from Avery and Judy, moved to Griffi th 
with their three boys (aged 22, 17 and 
13) and, as of November 19, became 
the new owners of the now renamed 
Griffi th General Store. They plan to car-
ry on as usual except for the business 
hours which will be extended. The store 
will now be open from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Sundays through Thursdays and from 8 
a.m. to 9 p.m. on Fridays and Saturdays.

Though Duane and Linda originally 
came from the Minden area, they lived in 
Renfrew for 17 years where Duane was 
in the waste water and water treatment 
business. Linda who has been employed 
in administration at Renfrew’s Groves 
Park for some time will continue her du-
ties on a three-days-a-week basis. They 
will reside in the living quarters over the 
store. We welcome them to Griffi th-Ma-
tawatchan and wish them all the best.  

On the evening of November 18, the Pine 
Valley Restaurant was jammed to the raf-
ters with seniors who came out to tie into 
a free feed of jigs dinner (a Newfi e ver-
sion of boiled dinner), sponsored by the 
Matachushie Committee, and listen to an 
enjoyable musical program featuring a 
very professional, down-east band, Ryan 
Cook and Friends. Thanks to the ongoing 
Nevada ticket sales at the Pine Valley, the 
Matachushie Community Development 
Committee donated the proceeds from 
the last three months of sales to this eve-
ning of entertainment for area seniors. It 
was its way of showing appreciation to 
the community. Lou Johnson, a talented 
ex-army cook, who originally hailed from 
Newfoundland, was there to help out with 

the cooking and to lend a Newfi e fl air 
(including his accent) to the proceedings.

Members of the Fish and Game Club will 
get together at the Matawatchan Hall at 
11 a.m. on December 11, 2010 for the 
club’s Annual General Meeting. A slate 
of offi cers will be elected, so anyone out 
there who may be craving a little respect 
shouldn’t miss the opportunity to land 
a position (unfortunately unpaid) of re-
sponsibility and status. I’m wondering if 
my wife, who chalks up another birthday 
on the twelfth, would consider me cheap 
if I suggest that we celebrate by going 
to the meeting. In all sincerity though, 
the club provides a means of exerting a 
positive infl uence on our precious wild-
life resources and on our beautiful local 
environment. It deserves our support.

A number of very successful Christmas-
related events have already taken place 
around the community. The Christmas 
Craft extravaganza in the Matawatchan 
Hall on Saturday November 20th kicked 
off the Season with a good number of 
vendors offering wares to a large crowd 
of early-bird shoppers. It was the general 
consensus that there were more vehicles 
in the yard than at any other event this 
year. The staff lost track of the meals – 
featuring turkey donated by David Guest 
and Linda – served up. Two hundred and 
seventy dollars plus a large box of grocer-
ies gathered for the Denbigh food bank 
was the icing on the cake. Needless to 
say, market organizers were pleased with 
the results. The Free Methodist Christ-
mas Banquet in the Denbigh Hall on De-
cember 03, the Denbigh Santa Clause 
Parade on the 4th, St. Luke’s United’s 
Sing, Sing, on the 5th and the Lions Craft 
blowout in Griffi th have also been put to 
bed for another year after scoring praise 
from record crowds at all four events.  

The Matawatchan Hall Board’s annual 
Tree Lighting will again light up the night 

sky over Matawatchan as of 7 p.m. on Fri-
day December 10th and will continue to 
add a festive air to the old downtown area 
over the Yuletide Season. The hall will 
be open for those wishing to call around, 
after the lighting, for some hot choco-
late, a chat with Santa and maybe some 
carol singing. Everybody’s welcome.

According to my (imbedded) informants, 
all the programs from here to the Big 
Day will be church-related. John Starnes, 
a famous gospel singer, will be a special 
guest at the Hilltop Pentecostal Christ-
mas concert on December 09 at 7 p.m. 
The Vennachar Free Methodists will 
present a Sunday school concert along 
with the morning service on December 
11th and the Carol Sing at the New Ap-
ostolic Church on December 18th at 7 
p.m. will again, for sure, attract a large 
crowd. You should be there early to get a 
ringside seat and remember to warm up 
your vocal cords before leaving home.

Griffi th/Matawatchan News

BULLDOZER 
AVAILABLE
- Easy to move
- Experienced       
  Operator
- Reasonable Rates
- Cottage Lots-                - Cottage Lots-                - Cottage Lots-                - Cottage Lots-                
   Roads
- Landscaping           
    ETC.

According to those same imbedddeds, all 
other events will take place on Christ-
mas Eve. At the time of this scribbling, 
no time had been decided for the ser-
vice at the Lutheran Church in Den-
bigh but the Free Methodist congrega-
tion will conduct its Candlelight Service 
at 7 p.m., Father Legree will conduct a 
7:00 pm mass at Griffi th’s Holy Rosary 
and the Uniteds will observe Christmas 
Eve in their usual triple-barreled fashion 
with a 4-p.m. celebration at Denbigh, a 
7-p.m.’er at Schutt and 9-p.m.’er at Ma-
tawatchan. The pastor, Jon Williams, may 
have to wear heavy (heavier than usual) 
boots to stay on that schedule. Let’s hope 
that the roads will be dry enough to allow 
a Ford pick-up, traveling at mach one, 
to remain pointed in the right direction. 

   Since this is the last edition of The 
Madawaska Highlander for 2010, Madawaska Highlander for 2010, Madawaska Highlander
here’s wishing our readers a HAPPY 
HOLIDAY and HEARTFELT BEST 
WISHES FOR THE NEW YEAR.              

Have a Merry Christmas &Have a Merry Christmas &Have a Merry Christmas &
A Happy New YearA Happy New YearA Happy New Year
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By Betsy Sayers, Fire Chief

First thing we’d like to express is our ap-
preciation to the Madawaska Highlander 
team for all of their support, patience and 
assistance in 2010.  We are very, very 
pleased to hear that you will be publish-
ing for at least one more year.  Thank you 
for working so hard to provide our com-
munities with such a quality publication.

WOW!  It seems like Hallow-
een was yesterday and already 
we are into the Christmas season.

Speaking of Halloween, the Griffi th sta-
tion started a new tradition this year with 
their Haunted House and lots of good-
ies night.  Almost all the kids in Griffi th 
and some from Matawatchan attended.  
At times I wasn’t’ sure who was hav-
ing more fun, the fi re fi ghters activating 
the ghostly effects or the children excit-
ed about the big bowls of candy.  Many 
thanks to Dave Parkes and Chris Peters 
for organizing and doing all the heavy 
lifting in preparation for the event, and to 
Gary, Dave Van Iderstine and family for 
helping with setup.  Thanks also to Me-
lissa for loaning us lots of decorations.  
Watch out for next year, now that these 
guys have done it once and fi gured out 
how things can work I’m hearing some 
pretty impressive plans for next year!

In conjunction with the haunted house we 
had a Sparky colouring contest.  We are 
pleased to say CONGRATULATIONS! 
to:

•Kirk Inwood (6 years of age and under)
•Ebonie Kauffauldt (7 to 12 years of 
age)

Kirk and Ebonie will be treated to lunch 
with the Fire Department, a ride around 
the village in the fi re truck, and an oppor-
tunity to join us in the Santa Claus parade 
in Calabogie and at the Christmas craft 
sale in Griffi th.  

The Christmas season is a very busy one 
for us both for fi re calls and our Fire Pre-
vention and Public Education activities.  
We’d like to take this opportunity to re-
mind you of some fi re safety precautions 
that just might save a life:

HEATING SAFETY – Watch your 
ashes

Check your chimney- Creosote is a ma-
jor cause of chimney fi res – have chim-
neys and pipes cleaned regularly.

•Allow the ashes from your woodstove 
or fi replace to cool, then put them into 
a metal container and keep the container 
outside.

•Make sure your ash bucket has a tight 
fi tting lid so the wind does not spread 
sparks

•Have all chimneys cleaned and inspect-
ed every year by a qualifi ed service per-
son.
•Check your chimney regularly for signs 
of damage or corrosion
•Install a carbon monoxide (CO) alarm to 
alert you to deadly gases

•Give space heaters space – keep them at 
least one metre (3 feet) away from any-
thing that can burn

•Protect your home from sparks – use a 
fi re screen

•Watch for smoke backing into the room, 
this could mean a blockage in the chim-
ney or a faulty damper control.

Fire News

For your own safety obey all warnings at
hydroelectric stations, dams and their
surrounding shorelines and waterways. These
facilities operate year-round, affecting water
flows. Water that looks safe can become
treacherous in minutes and ice forming near,r,r
or even several kilometres away, can become
dangerous. Signs, fences, buoys and safety
booms are there to warn you, but if you see
water levels changing, move a safe distance
away immediately.

Recreational actctc ivities
near hydro ststs atat tions and
dams are dangerous

Visit opg.com to receive your free water safety DVD or brochure.

The Griffi th (Tim-br-Mart) Building Supply is sponsoring this team in the Renfrew 
Gentleman’s LeagueEnd
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By Christi Laundrie

Janice Kerr, on behalf of Denbigh Rec-
reation,  wishes to thank all who attend-
ed the October 15 Music Fest. Everyone 
had a fantastic time and the music was 
superb.

Playgroup is here in Denbigh! Every 
Tuesday from 10am to noon, parents, 
grandparents and caregivers are welcome 
to bring children ages 0 to 6 years of age 
to the Denbigh Hall. There are toys for 
every age group, a book nook, activities, 
toy & book lending and more. The best 
part is it is absolutely free of charge. 

It’s Kaffee Klatsch every Friday morn-
ing at 10 am at Stop 41. Why not come 
on out, have some of their superb coffee 
and a chat with friends.  You can order 
breakfast too, and I must say, they make 
the absolutely best Western sandwiches 
I have ever tasted.  We laugh, talk, ex-
change ideas, recipes, stories and enjoy 
the social time.  New faces are always 
welcome. When yours truly asked the 
owner what would happen if we have too 
many people, he just grinned and said, 
”We’ll put up a tent.”  

The area residents always extend a hearty 
welcome to all the hunters we see com-
ing in from all over, as they help to boost 
the local economy. We would like to ask 
them, though, to please not throw your 
coffee cups and other debris on our roads 
and highway. For you, this may very 
well be the outback yonder, but please 
remember, we live here and to us this is 
our backyard. 

Mayday, Mayday!!  Citizens beware.  
Seems we have hunters out here who ei-
ther don’t know the rules of hunting or 
who believe those rules don’t apply to 
them.  Just around 6pm Wednesday, Yours 
truly was out walking our new puppy be-
tween the house and the pond, when 2 
shots,  at very close range, whizzed by me 
less than a foot from where I was stand-
ing. I actually felt the wind pressure from 
both shots on my left elbow. The fi rst 
shot thunked into our shed, and before I 
could react, the second shot blasted by. 
I turned my head just in time to see the 
leaves fl y up where the second bullet hit 
the small hill behind me.  I let out a very 
loud and angry holler as I ducked be-
hind the smaller shed. I then heard voices 
from across the fi eld. Had I been stand-
ing just a step or two more to my left, I 
would have been hit. I stayed behind the 
shed for a few minutes longer, then made 
my way back inside around the other side 
of the house.  Griswold came home from 
work about 15 minutes later, and boy, he 
was NOT impressed. The shooters were 
fi ring in an area of several residences, af-
ter dark, and across/near/beside the road, 
all of which are not only unsafe, but il-
legal.  Of course the police were called 
and a full report made.  Some people 
should never hold a gun, let alone shoot 
one. Yours truly will tune those guys up 

if and when I fi nd out who they were.  
We live in an area surrounded by hunt-
ers.  Almost everyone around here owns 
at least one high powered rifl e, but those 
shooters were either drunk or they were 
not from around these parts. The people 
who live here would never act that way. 
And I was wearing an orange vest, too.

Our very own Samantha Rosentblath 
and Trevor Tryon were married in Pun-
ta Canna, Dominican Republic on 9th of 
November on a sunny tropical beach they 
exchange their vows, surrounded by fam-
ily and friends. The 6 people in the wed-
ding party and several family and friends 
spent the week of Nov 5th – Nov 12 in 
the sunny south with the happy couple.  
Congratulations and very best wishes, 
Samantha and Trevor. May you always 
see only the best in each other. 

St Luke’s United Church wishes to thank 
all the willing volunteers who helped 
to prepare, serve, and clean up after the 
Hunter’s Turkey Supper and the Remem-
brance Day Luncheon. Not all angels are 
in heaven, you know. There are angels all 
around us, but we call them neighbours, 
and that comment comes straight from 
Ruby Malcolm. That sure is the truth 
and I couldn’t have said it better myself, 
Ruby. 

Music in the Hall was very well attend-
ed, and I’m sure the strains of it echoed 
through the village.  A new tentative date 
has been set for 9th January, 2011. You 
can call 333-1449 for more info. 

Happy Birthday wishes to Charlene 
Keller who will be celebrating her day on 
Nov 30, and also to hubby Morris, who 
follows shortly after with his date on Dec 
06. That’s St Nicholas’ day for all who 
observe that tradition. 

On Dec 12 there will be a children’s 
Christmas program at the New Apostol-
ic church in Denbigh.  It will feature 2 
plays, with musical numbers in between. 
The children will also play the bells and 
sing a doo-doo-doot song.  Haven’t heard 
one of those in a very long time, and it 
sounds like a lot of fun.

The New Apostolic Church will also hold 
their annual hymn sing on Saturday, Dec 
18, most likely mid afternoon, but time 
yet unknown. 

Vennachar Free Methodist Church wel-
comes you to celebrate the true joy of 
Christmas beginning with the Annual 
Sunday School Christmas Concert on 
Sunday, December 12th at 11:00am. 
There will be special music, skits and 
singing of Christmas hymns. And fol-
lowing the concert you are welcome to 
stay for potluck lunch at the Fellowship 
Hall. Then on Christmas Eve is the Can-
dle Light Service at 7pm, with many spe-
cial numbers in song, readings and the 
lighting of the candles.

Yours truly has an old but very good 
fridge, free for anyone. Griswold tested 
it and it keeps a temperature of 45 de-

grees Fahrenheit, just perfect for veggies, 
stews and/or your favourite beverages. 
If you come and help load and unload, 
Griswold will even deliver, as long as it’s 
not to Timbuktu. 

Griswold is once again planning his an-
nual Christmas Light show here at the 
corner of Slate Falls Rd and Clear Lake 
Rd. He had about 12,000 lights out last 
year and has already bought another 140 
and a crystalline sled to add to the me-
lee.  We welcome any who would like 
to come and see. Stop by the house for a 
coffee and say hello.

Denbigh News Finally, yours truly wishes to remind ev-
eryone about the numerous Christmas 
shows, activites,hymn sings, etc, that are 
happening in every community within 
driving range. Make sure you fi nd out 
what’s happening where and when, as 
Christmas is a special time of year, and 
it is both soothing and enjoyable to at-
tend the festivities. Puts one right into the 
Christmas spirit. 

Merry Christmas to all and to all a very 
good, prosperous and Happy New Year. 

Thank you

Gerry, Annabell and the Marshall Family wish to extend 
our very sincere thanks to all of our wonderful friends 
and neighbours who gave us such good support when 

our son and brother passed away on October 13, 2010 on 
his walk through the local bush to bow hunt: doing what 

he loved best.

So many came to visit, brought food, phoned, sent 
sympathy cards and attended the service in Ottawa.

We also want to give a huge thank you to our minister, 
Jon Williams, organist Carol-Anne Kelly and our U.C.W 

who provided such a delicious lunch after the service.

God Bless All of You

End
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Well say now….listen here…we are truly 
blessed with so many traditions that are in-
grained into our psyche and help us contin-
ue our great Canadian way of life. Christ-
mas is one of our important and special 
festivities brought by our many ancestors 
to our wonderful land many centuries ago.

From Gutenberg’s fi rst printed Christ-
mas card in the 1400’s and the German 
Tannenbaum that gave us the aroma and 
decorating of the spruce tree our Yule 
continues to grow with our own per-
sonal additions. Importantly our annual 
best wishes of good will to fellow men 
continue to be part of our spirit. Along 
with the churches of so many denomina-
tions Christmas is also associated with 
snow and bells and carols and family. 
In our neck of the woods, perhaps sit-
ting around a wood fi re …poking at it 
as we all do…sipping a warming Yule 
drink with an old friend…listening to 
the crackle and smell of the seasoned 
maple. Yep, it’s that time of year again.

Birthdays have been celebrated since our 
fi rst Canadian-Viking child “Snorri” was 
born in Newfoundland in 989. Mother’s 
and Father’s days are rather nice too. 
Christian values are also presented with 
Easter and even Thanksgiving which we 
have celebrated in Canada since 1578. Of 
course the whole world swings with each 
New Year always hoping for a better one, 
or at least one without a war. Imagine 
the good that could be done with the vast 
amount of money that all countries waste.

Today, there is another festivity that is 
far from being a religious event. How-
ever it is probably our oldest natural 
tradition. It is called “The Hunt”. I will 
mention that season with affection and 
without apology. We hunters love the 
annual experience. We enjoy the game, 
we enjoy our comrades and sharing our 
great outdoors. We each have our own 
valid reasons to carry our favourite gun 
into the bush and to hunt with a favou-
rite friend. Isn’t it a caution however 
that one day this special season may 
be lost? Some of our people abuse our 
conservation laws in the name of argu-
able and moral “rights.” Think about it.

Perhaps our Noel gathering may be in a 
snug log cabin, looking out at fl akes fall-
ing.  Maybe see blue jays fl itting amongst 
the hemlocks, perhaps even a deer or 
grouse reminding us of our devotion to 
surrounding nature. And that amazing 
food, followed by gifting and Audrey’s 
sumptuous desserts. Do you mind the old 
days when part of the community would 
hop on a horse drawn sleigh and skim 
along our country roads? We snuggled 
under wool blankets to protect us from 
the night’s cold and snow sliding off the 
branches, sometimes down our necks, 

as we went through the wooded tote 
trails. Later we would return with our 
guests to party after a full Christmas day.
Tell me, do folks still enjoy being under 
the hanging mistletoe to give a Christ-
mas kiss, or do they send a card or even 
give a Christmas wish?  I am quite sure 
most everyone must enjoy unwrapping 
that specially cared for gift? Do you re-
call hanging deer and moose decora-
tions on your tree?  I even had one that 
resembled my old bird dog “Spot.” Who 
was outlined in my last book “My Road 
To Matawatchan”.  How about you?

Of course there are many happenings 
connected to our Christmas fun that are 
simply extensions of our varied culture. 
Like the time I facimilated Santa’s foot-
prints in the soot of our fi replace hearth, 
or making his sleigh marks in the snow at 
our country house. It wasn’t easy spread-
ing my ski’s wide and punching rein-
deer hoof prints with two canes into the 
snow…especially when I went to back 
up… at the take off point. Not Hollywood 
authentic but sure got our four year old 
Dave, and much later grandson Dalton 
and his young friends, really wondering.

And that is perhaps still the joy of this fes-
tive season…the wonderment of children, 
also that recollection of family and many 
a Christmas past. Even though I never 
did get that electric train that I kept ask-
ing for in those letters to old St. Nick…I 
reckon the music, the wishes, the food and 
other gifts always made up for it…sorta?

When all is said and done we know it 
brings contentment…even for a short 
time….it’s our own peace on this earth. 
Let us value this holiday that is named af-
ter Christ. To be Canadian is to be proud 
of all our values and all of our traditions. 
To be Canadian is to defend our heritage. 
To be Canadian is having fun in doing it.

By the way, since the North Pole is in 
Canada, does that make Santa Claus a 
Canuck?

Merry Christmas to all…everywhere….
Audrey and Ernie

By Ernie Jukes of Camp J

CHRISTMAS...and Our       CHRISTMAS...and Our       

Traditions  Thank you to all the people in 
Ward 1 for your vote of confi dence.

It is an honour to be your representative
for the next four years.

Brian Hunt
Councillor Ward 1
613-752-0246
bhunt@greatermadawaska.com

 Cafe(Cont)

End

At this time the Café is open from 8:00 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. from Wednesday 
through Sunday and a light breakfast 
and lunch is served. By the time that you 
read this, the Café will also be licensed. 
Daniel and his staff expect to serve din-
ner on a regular basis early next year 
(March Break). That said, special group 
bookings for dinner are available im-
mediately. The Calabogie Lion’s Club 
has already booked a dinner as a special 
booking. If you are interested in a spe-
cial group booking, you should call the 
Café at 613-752-2676 extension 311.

The full lunch menu, which is served be-
tween 11:00 a.m. and 2:30 p.m., has no 
item costing more than $11.00. In addi-item costing more than $11.00. In addi-

tion to homemade soup, salads, vegetari-
an quiche and Nachos, there are numerous 
platters featuring a number of wraps, chick-
en quesadillas, smoked meat, fi sh & chips 
and a fi nger food combo to mention a few.

To encourage patronage for the Café, 
Daniel is planning a meal plan op-
tion for Lodge guests, special menus 
for holidays such as Christmas and 
New Years, a regular dinner menu and 
even take-out, but it will take a little 

while before everything is in place.

The ambiance of the room with its view 
over Calabogie Lake remains. In fact it 
has been enhanced with the display of co-
lourful art by local artists who call them-
selves Bogie Arts. If you see something 
that you like, you can purchase it. This 
really is a comfortable and restful place to 
meet a friend for coffee or to share a meal. 

End
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